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Child's play 
BY KATE PASTOR 

Classes may  st ill be g etting under  way , but r ecess is alr eady  in full swing. 

On  a r ecent  sch ool day  in  the ren ov ated play ground at  
The Robert J.  Christen School,  PS 81 , hordes of excited 
kindergarteners and fir st  grader s poured out of the door s 
leading from the lunchroom, managing loads made up of 
lunch box es and backpacks too large for their bodies,  
ridding themselv es of these burden s as if play time were 
an emergency  of the grav est  kind.  

A r enov ation  completed ov er the summer by  the non -
pr ofit Out2Play  with funding help fr om City  Councilman 
Oliv er Koppell and design help from last  y ear’s fifth  
grader s has br ought a painted track,  slides,  climbing 
equ ipment, h opscotch and other  games to what was a  
plain  but spacious slab of fenced-in  concrete before.  

Where there was n othing, n ow there is a  jungle gym, a  
ba seball diamond and four basketball hoops.  The painted 
gr ound is color ful,  with metal benches div iding  two sides 
of the y ard. 

Nina Velazqu ez,  the sch ool’s parent  coordinator,  say s the 
gym teacher can n ow make u se of the track and the yard 

pr ov ides more opportunities for  structured play . A  detractor  pointed out  that a  small,  cor doned-off play  area  with gym equ ipment 
made it  ea sy  for  kids to disappear fr om sight, that the benches were placed in the sun with h oles just  large enough to fit  childr en’s 
finger s and that  the ba seball diamond n ow has to be kept  clear of children  wh o obliv iously  run straight through it,  pr ov iding new 
opportunities for  conflict .  

But  those are the concerns of adults.  Students lov e recess in  whatev er form it  comes in.  

“ Befor e,  this was like a plain -old area,  then they  put  race tracks and ba seball thing s and ba sketball courts,”  said fir st-grader Amanda 
Lutchman. 

One of her  fav orite activ ities,  she said,  is to race on  the track. 

“We ju st  run ar ound,” she said.  

Recess words to liv e by , with or  without  painted lines to guide y ou. 

Another  student,  William Torgoff,  described his fav orite recess activ ity . 

“ I act  like Hercules,”  he said.  

He did,  h owev er, hav e a  design  complaint about  the y ard. A fter  running off,  he returned to offer this insight: 

“And what I think about that play ground is they  sh ouldn ’t  hav e put  the fence on  it,”  he said,  referring to the jungle gym part of the 
yard which administrator s are try ing to create a  sharing schedule for.  Families in  the neighborhood use that and other parts of the 
yard when PS 81  students are in cla ss — a  long -standing practice the sch ool does n ot  plan on  abandoning n ow that their play ground 
is sna zzier.  

 


