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Vacca secures playground for P.S. 71

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Councilman Jimmy Vacca
is at it again, this time with
a $150,000 grant to non-profit
Out2Play, working with staff
and students to design a state-
of-the-art playground for one of
the area's brightest institutions
oflearning.

On Friday, December 5, Coun-
cilman Vacca_joined students
and faculty from P.S. 71, as well
as representatives from Out2-
Play, to announce the grant for
the construction of the safe, col-
orful courtyard playground at
the Pelham Bay school.

The event also doubled as a
formal unveiling of the play-
ground's design, which includes
a medium-sized jungle gym, a
full basketball court with two
retractable hoops, and a painted
baseball diamond.

“When we talk about a well-

Py b the nriher ul

rounded education, we have to
ronsider not just reading and
ariting hut recreation and <o
<ialization.” said Vacca. a proud
dumot P.S. 71 "It’s through pray
-#ar ~hildren learn how tn share
(qd QoW o respect one another,
ot 1o mention the importance
£ being physically active. I have
vorkea with Out2Play twice be-
;ore, and I am once again excited
to see their finished product.”
The P.S. 71 project represents
the third collaboration between
Vacca and Qut2Play. P.S. 97 on
Mace Avenue unveiled its new
city-themed play space in June
2007, and P.S. 96 unveiled a beau-
tiful new courtyard playground
this past October.

Out2Play visited the school
'n late September and met with
vrincipal Lance Cooper, admin-
strators. staff, and then with

students at the school to develop
A wish list for the design of the
recreational facility.

“We met with the kids and de-
veloped a wish list for what they
would want to see in the play-
ground,” said Sarah Gilbert, of
Out2Play. “The students drew
pictures of what they wanted
their playground to look like.”

Construction on the project is
set tobegin inJuly, and everyone
hopes will be completed by the
start of the 2009-10 school year.
The construction will not touch
the three portable classrooms
units that share the yard. In fact,
a pre-K play area will also be in-
stalled behind those units.

‘We are very gratetul to Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca for all of
his help through these tough
times for the budget,” said Prin-
cipal Lance Cooper.
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L-r) Princioal Lance Cooper Sarah 5 ibert of Qut2Play, Andrea Wenner « i L:tii2Play, arid Councilman Jimmy
/acca al the presentation ceremony for the $150,000 check that will make ‘he new p'ay area a ree ity. The
presentation was made on Friday, October 5.



